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SUMMARY. EMBASSY HAS BEEN ASKED ABOUT FEASIBILITY OF ACQUIRING 
SITES FOR EXPANSION OF LORAN C NETWORK IN JAPAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
ACHIEVING AN ALL WEATHER-NIGHT STRIKE CAPABILITY IN KOREA 
(COMMANDO LION). EMBASSY FORSEES NO POSSIBILITY OF ACQUIRING 
NEW SITES AND SEES POTENTIALLY SERIOUS PROBLEMS WITH EXPANSION 
OF LORAN C EVEN WITHIN EXISTING FACILITIES AND AREAS. 

WASHINGTON AGENCIES SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER IMPLICATIONS FOR 
NAVIGATIONAL SYSTEMS SUCH AS LORAN AND AMEGA OF CONTROVERSY 
IN JAPAN OVER MILITARY USE OF LORAN C. END SUMMARY. 

1. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SOFA PROCEDURES FOR GOJ ACQUISITION OF 
NEW FACILITIES AND AREAS FOR US FORCES, IN PRACTICE GOJ HAS 
BEEN UNABLE TO PROVIDE NEW AREAS TO US IN RECENT YEARS. 

PROCESS WOULD INVOLVE DETAILED DIET SCRUTINY AND APPROVAL 
OF NECESSARY APPROPRIATIONS FOLLOWED BY LOCAL NEGOTIATIONS 
TO ACQUIRE LAND. AT BEST THIS WOULD REQUIRE LONG PERIOD WHICH 
COULD EASILY BE STRETCHED ALMOST INDEFINITELY BY OBSTRUCTIONIST 
TACTICS OF NATIONAL AND LOCAL OPPOSITION. THIS PROLONGED 
PROCESS, WHICH AFFECTS GOJ LAND ACQUISITIONS FOR EVEN THE 

MOST BENIGN DOMESTIC PRUPOSE, WOULD BE COMPLICATED BY ITS 
MILITARY ASPECTS. 

2. EVEN IF NEW LORAN STATION IS CONSTRUCTED ON AN EXISTING 
FACILITY OR AREA, THERE WILL BE CONTROVERSY ABOUT ITS MILITARY 
IMPLICATIONS. GOJ WILL HAVE TO DEFEND PROJECT AS JUSTIFIABLE 
UNDER SOFA, I.E., AS U.S. MILITARY ACTIVITY. OPPOSITION, 

PARTICULARLY COMMUNISTS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED RECORD OF 
INVESTIGATIVE SKILL, MAY WELL DEDUCE GENERAL MISSION AND 
WILL CHARGE THAT INSTALLATION INVITES ATTACK AND THAT IT 
WILL AUTOMATICALLY INVOLVE JAPAN IN KOREAN CONFLICT ALA THE 
OTH CONTROVERSY. TO HAVE EVEN REMORE CHANCE OF OVERCOMING 
SUCH PROBLEMS, WE WOULD HAVE TO CONVINCE GOJ OF MILITARY 
NECESSITY OF PROJECT AND THIS COULD RAISE POLICY PROBLEMS FOR 
GOJ, E.G., WOULD ROK AIR FORCE ULTIMATELY USE THE ENHANCED 
STRIKE CAPABILITY AND COULD THIS BE DEFENDED UNDER SOFA? 

3. THUS CONSTRUCTION OF NEW LORAN STATION IN JAPAN WILL 
ALMOST CERTAINLY FOCUS SHARP ATTENTION ON THE MILITARY ASPECTS 
OF USCG NAVIGATIONAL SYSTEMS. THE POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS NOT 
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ONLY IN JAPAN FOR SUCH SYSTEMS AS LORAN AND OMEGA SHOULD BE 
EXAMINED CLOSELY IN WASHINGTON BEFORE PROCEEDING FURTHER. 

4. IN SHORT EMBASSY OFFERS THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

A. THAT ACQUISITION OF NEW REAL ESTATE IN JAPAN IS VIRTUALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE. 
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B. THAT, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, PROGRAM BE LIMITED TO UPGRADING 
OF EXISTING FACILITIES ON HOKKAIDO AND OKINAWA WHICH MIGHT 
POSSIBLY BE DONE WITHOUT UNDUE ATTENTION. 

C. THAT, IF A NEW INSTALLATION IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL, IT 
BE BUILT ON AN EXISTING U.S. FORCES FACILITY AND AREA. 

D. THAT NO ACTION BE TAKEN ON SUB PARA 4 C ABOVE PENDING 
WASHINGTON REVIEW OF IMPLICATIONS. RE PARA 3 ABOVE. 
HODGSON 
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